
Name:  
Bourgeau 
ELA 9 
Date:  
 

Emergency Closing Coursework 
Inherit the Wind 

By Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee 
 

1. In Act One, Rachel says that a schoolteacher, as a public servant, should do what the law and 
the school board want him to do. Explain why you agree or disagree. Are there any 
circumstances, in your opinion, in which one’s conscience should overrule one’s duty? 
 
2. At some points in Act Two—for example, when he calls Brady “Almighty” and bows to the 
crowd—Drummond seems to become more interested in humiliating Brady than in calmly 
making his point. Does this weaken your opinion of Drummond? Why do you think he does it? 
 
3. In what way does Hornbeck’s speech style differ from that of the other characters?  
 
4. Why do you think the authors divide Hornbeck’s speeches into short lines, rather than printing 
them in paragraphs as they do for the other characters?  
 
5. Although he condemns it, Brady proudly admits that he has not and does not ever intend to 
read Darwin’s book. Explain Brady’s reasoning. What is your opinion of the way he believes? 
 
6. At the end of the play, Drummond says that Brady has much “greatness” in him. What, in your 
opinion, are Brady’s strengths and positive characteristics?  
 
7. What negative traits does Drummond have? Which characters in the play exhibit both positive 
and negative qualities? How do such characters add depth to the drama?  
 
8. What does it mean to “inherit the wind”? Hornbeck suggests that the quotation would be a 
good obituary for Brady. How does Brady “disturb his own house”?  
 
9. Consider the use of humor in the play. Find at least two instances in which a character uses 
humor cruelly, at the expense of another character.  
 
10. Why does Hornbeck call Drummond a hypocrite at the end of the play? Do you agree with 
Hornbeck’s assessment? Support your opinion with details from the play.  



11. Bert’s case is about the separation of church and state, an issue still hotly debated in politics 
today. The central question in Inherit the Wind is whether the church has the right to determine 
what is taught in public schools. Name at least three current issues that show that full separation 
of church and state has not yet taken place.  
 
12. When we read a play, stage directions tell us more than simply which way the characters 
move, when they enter and exit, and what tones of voice they use. List three other types of 
information learned solely from the stage directions in Inherit the Wind. 
 
13. Who is the biblical expert Drummond calls to testify for the defense? Why is the choice of 
this person ironic? 
 
14. At the end of his rocking horse story, Drummond says, “And if it’s a lie—show it up for what 
it really is!” In the context of the trial, explain two different ways this quote is true.  
 
15. In addition to Bert’s fate, what larger issue does Drummond think is on trial in this case? 


